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PRINCIPAL'S COLUMN:

Political interference in the manage-
ment of higher education in Assam is of
recent origin. It made its unhealthy pres-
ence felt in the early eighties. I can speak
from my personal experience that in the
earlier decades of Independent India up-
to the eighties politicians as well as so-
cial activists came forward to serve the
high ideals and not to vitiate the envi.
ronment of higher education. They did
not impose their will contrary to the es-
tablished principles governing the life of
an academy. Even in the case of Second-
ary and Elementary Education they
maintained he same principled stand. The

Managing Committees of Secondary

Education to serve the interest of the so-
ciety as a whole and education in par-
ticular appointed meritorious and effi-
cient teachers in the schools, whose dedi-
cation and virtuous services resulted in
raising the quality of schoo] education
o new summits. The Deficijt grants-in-
aids colleges in Assam were managed by
Governing Bodies whose members were
vigilant in promoting and protecting the
good name of the institutions, The mem-
bers always tried to maintain the stand-
ard and dignity of thege colleges. All of
them, of course, were not highly quali-



fied but they always dazzaled by the
quality of their vision and by the drive
“of their mission for higher education.
They tried to keep the sanctity of the cen-
- tres of learning which they dreamed to

transform through their virtuous labours

into centres of excellence.
But those good days are gone. In
the changing social and political scenerio
- of the state, one only witnesses helplessly
the uncalled for interference of pplitics
in higher education. The Managing com-
mittees are being formed with the fa-
voured members of political parties in
power. These people have no interest in
the growth and development of the in-
stitution, their only ambition is to fulfil

 vested interest through their political al-

legiance to certain leaders in power.
Some members have neither any ideas
about academics or any vision for colle-
giate education. Some have their misdi-
rected enthusiasms in treating college
education as an idiosyncratic experimen-
tation of some school level teaching and
learning. Some are even remarkable in
confidently pronouncing the word (Gov-

erning Body) G.B. as?J.B. This rude con-
fidence in malapropism cannot reach a
more astonishing height. Any honoured
member of the G.B. should occupy a po-
sition by virtue of his merit and effi-
ciency and not by his virtuosity as a blind
supporter of (any) ruling party. Most of
these members are found to be syco-

~ phants of political leaders, who see cen-

tres of learning as the centres of earning.
The interests of the institution are being
sacrificed with no slight compunction.
This is the fate of the management of
college education in Assam at present.
Well, this may not be true to some fortu-
nate colleges, but it has been a-daily re-

ality in most of the colleges for Tast'20

years. My humble appeal to all concerned
vyith higher education is to look percep-
tively into the problem.and find ways

and means to depo]iticise education man-
agement and institutiong,

LOHIT TALUKDAR
- Principal
Tihu College, Tihu.
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. Small minds discuss people,
Mediocre minds discuss events,
and Great minds discuss ideas,
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The Subconscious :

And Formation of Habits -Mr. Biraj Singha

Reaching Out: Philosophy in Verse -
: * -Gautam Goswami, L1

THE OPENING UP OF THE INSURANCE SECTOR 70 PRIVATE PLAYER:
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Shining Occasion in Assam
The Plant of Death
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